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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-13, 15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tarnanen, US patent Number 6,085,100 in view of Ala-Laurilla, US Patent Number 
6.546,871. 

Regarding claim 1, Tarnanen discloses a method for tracking messages 
delivered via a short message service (SMS) comprising the steps of: receiving, at a 
gateway, a message destined for a mobile device [col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, lines 9-21; 
col. 6, lines 24-27, a message is sent to a mobile device from an external source and 
arrives at a gateway database before being forwarded to the mobile station]; assigning 
a unique identifier to the received message [col. 2, lines 32-46; col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, 
lines 9-21 ; col. 5, lines 9-21 ; col. 6, lines 24-37, an identifier is formed for the sent 
message]; recording the unique identifier in a database accessible to the gateway [col. 
2, lines 38-46; col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, lines 4-26; col. 6, lines 20-37; Figs. 2, 4, the 
information about the message and its identifier are stored in a database within the 
gateway application]; and forwarding the received message from the gateway to the 
mobile device, wherein the forwarded message sent from the gateway to the mobile 
device includes an origination address, the origination address being derived from the 
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unique identifier [col. 2, lines 55-67; col. 5, lines 28-67; col. 6, lines 1-37, the message 
delivered to the mobile station including the origination address corresponding to the 
address that transmitted the message]. 

What Tarnanen does not specifically disclose is that the sender or recipient is 
allowed to log in to the gateway to access and view the message recorded in the 
database. However, Ala-Laurilla teaches this limitation [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 3, lines 1- 
30]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Tarnanen with the teachings of Ala-Laurilla, as it is swell known in the 
art to provide a subscriber with access to a mailbox that contains messages in order to 
view them after logging in. 

Regarding claim 2, Tarnanen suggests sending the message to a short message 
service center [col. 5, lines 12-14; Fig. 2, ref. 2, the message is passed via an SMSC]. 

Regarding claim 3, Ala-Laurilla suggests the sender of the message received at 
the gateway communicate with the gateway via the Internet [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 5, 
lines 15-20]. 

Regarding claim 4, Ala-Laurilla suggests the gateway is an Internet Gateway 
identified by a domain name, the domain name being included in the origination address 
of the message sent from the gateway to the mobile device [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 5, lines 
15-20]. 
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Regarding claim 5, Tarnanen discloses the origination address of the message 
sent from the gateway to the mobile device includes the unique identifier [col. 2, lines 
32-37; col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, lines 9-21; col. 5, lines 9-21; col. 6, lines 24-37]. 

Regarding claim 6, Tarnanen discloses receiving, at the gateway, a reply to the 
message from the mobile device [col. 2, lines 55-67, a reply is passed to the gateway 
application]; correlating the reply to the sent message by means of he unique identifier 
[col. 2, lines 55-67; col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, lines 64-67; col. 6, lines 1-19, the gateway 
retrieves the original source address of the message to transmit a corresponding reply]; 
and recording the correlated reply in the database storing the sent message [col. 3, 
lines 1-14; Fig. 2, refs. 3,4, a record of the response is stored in a database]. 

Regarding claim 7, Tarnanen discloses the destination address of the reply sent 
to the gateway is the origination address of the forwarded message [col. 5, lines 57-67; 
col. 6, lines 1-19, the reply will be sent to the address, corresponding to the originating 
message]. 

Regarding claim 9, Ala-Laurilla discloses the message and reply are accessed 
using a web browser [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 3, lines 1-30]. 

Regarding claim 10, Tarnanen discloses a system for recording message sent 
from a first communication device connected to a first network to a second 
communication device connected to a second network, the system comprising: a 
database and a gateway, the database connected to the gateway and the gateway 
connected to the first and second network [col, 5, lines 9-46; Fig. 2, refs. 2-3, the 
system includes first and second networks, a gateway application, and data base; 
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furthermore, it is inherent as evidenced by the fact that one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that gateways comprise means to administer data or information 
within, therefore, comprising means to monitor and process data], the gateway including 
a microprocessor which is programmed to: receive each of the plurality of messages 
from the first communication device destined for the second communication device [col. 
3, lines 1-4; coL 5, lines 9-27; col. 6, lines 24-27, a message is sent to a mobile device 
from external sources, located on a different network, through the gateway], assign a 
unique identifier to the message [col. 2, lines 32-37; col. 3, lines 1-14; col. 5, lines 9-21; 
col. 5, lines 9-21; col. 6, lines 24-37, an identifier is formed for the sent message], and 
forward the message to the second communication device connected to the second 
network, wherein the origination address of the forwarded message is derived from the 
unique identifier [col. 2, lines 55-67; col. 5, lines 64-67; col. 6. lines 1-37, the message 
delivered to the mobile station including the origination address corresponding to the 
address that transmitted the message]. 

What Tarnanen does not specifically disclose is that the sender or recipient is 
allowed to log in to the gateway to access and view the message recorded in the 
database. However, Ala-Laurilla teaches this limitation [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 3, lines 1- 
30]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Tarnanen with the teachings of Ala-Laurilla, as it is swell known in the 
art to provide a subscriber with access to a mailbox that contains messages in order to 
view them after logging In. 
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Regarding claim 11, Ala-Laurilla discloses the first network is the Internet and the 
second network is the short message service network [col. 2, lines 1-6; col. 3, lines 1- 
30; Figure 1]. 

Regarding claim 12, Ala-Laurilla discloses the first communication device is a 
personal computer and the second communication device is a mobile device [col. 2, 
lines 45-67]. 

Regarding claim 13, Ala-Laurilla discloses the first communication device 
communicates with the gateway via the Internet using a web browser the gateway 
further programmed to allow the user to access and view a reply recorded in the 
database [col. 2, lines 1-6, 45-67; col. 3, lines 1-30; Figure 1]. 

Regarding claim 15, Ala-Laurilla discloses the second network is a short 
message service (SMS) network and the gateway is connected to a short message 
service center [col. 5, lines 12-14; Fig. 2, ref. 2, 3, the message is passed via an SMSC, 
where the SMSC is connected to the Gateway application]. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 9-13, 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Titus et al., US Patent Publication Number 2002/0029189, discloses routing 
prepaid short messages. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julio R. Perez whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7846. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571) 272- 4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Julio R Perez 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2681 




